LEGENDARY 19505 ЕС comics! 





TAKE COVER/ 
THERE'S A NORTH 


KOREAN MACHINE В 
GUN OUT THERE! 





THE 64-PG RCP EC COMICS LINE! NOT ILLUSTRATED IS RCP CRYPT 47, REPRINTING CRYPT 823 (1951) AND CRIME 
#10 (1952). THE BACKLIST IS STILL AVAILABLE! REVIEW YOUR COLLECTION AND FILL IN THOSE GAPS! 


ALSO OFFERED ARE TWO ISSUES FROM EAST COAST's EC CLASSIC REPRINT LINE OF THE MID-70s. LIMITED 
QUANTITY! 


Ded KEES 


STALESS 


EROM THE 


RCP VAULT #3 


Heres woe pone 


QA. Qu mmo 


TEE HAUNT OF HAUNT OF ЕК HAUNT OF 


FEAR FEAR 

















RCP HAUNT #1 RCP HAUNT #2 RCP HAUNT #3 RCP HAUNT #4 RCP HAUNT #5 EAST COAST #12 


RCP CRYPT 
#1: CRYPT 31 (1952) #2: CRYPT 34 (1952) #3: CRYPT 24 (1951) 44: CRYPT 43 (1954) #5: CRYPT 32 (1952) #6: CRYPT 36 (1953) 
CRIME 12 (1952) CRIME 15 (1952) CRIME 21 (1954) CRIME 18 (1953) CRIME 23 (1954) CRIME 6 (1961) 
RCP VAULT. 
41: VAULT 28 (1952) #2: VAULT 33 (1953) — #3: VAULT 26 (1952) #4: VAULT 35 (1954) | #6: VAULT 18 (1951) CONTENTS OF 
W SCI 18 (1962) W 801 20 (1953) WSCI 7 (1951) W SCI 15 (1962) W SCI 11 (1951) | EAST COAST COMICS 
411 W SCI 12 (1950) 
RCP HAUNT 32 page issue. 
#1: HAUNT 14 (1952) #2: HAUNT 18 (1953) #3: HAUNT 19 (1953) #4: HAUNT 16 (1952) #5: HAUNT 27 (1964) 
W FAN 13 (1952) W FAN 14 (1952) W FAN 18 (1953) W FAN 15 (1952) W FAN 22 (1953) — #12 SHOCK 2 (1952) 


32 page issue 
WHEN ORDERING PLEASE IDENTIFY AS RCP (OR EAST COAST) TITLE ISSUE #; FOR EXAMPLE “RCP CRYPT #1." 
RCP CRYPT #1 IS $5 EACH; RCP CRYPT #2-4, RCP VAULT #1-3 AND RCP HAUNT #1-5 ARE $2 EACH: ALL OTHER 
ISSUES ARE $3 EACH. EAST COASTs ARE $10 EACH. INCLUDE $5 PER ORDER FOR S&H ($10 OUTSIDE 08) 


Send orders to: Missouri residents must add 6.225% sales tax 


Russ Cochran, Publisher 417-256-2224 P.O. Box 469 West Plains, MO 65775 
OR to order са! 1-800-ЕС CRYPT and ask for the order desk. USE THIS NUMBER FOR ORDERS ONLY! 





‘Two-Fleted Tales (USPS 009303) Vol. 1, No. 5, October 1993. Published quarterly in October, January, April and July by Russ Cochran, Publisher, 202 Aid, West 
Plains, MO 66775-3532, Second-class postage paid at West Plains, MO. Entire contents © 1993 by Wiliam M. Gaines, Agent, Inc. Two-Fisted Tales #22 © 
1951 by Fables Publishing Co., Inc., re © 1980 by William M. Gaines, Agent, Inc. All rights reserved. Nothing herein contained may be reproduced without the 
Permission of William M. Gaines, New York, New York. Annual subscription rate $8 (512 outside US payable in US funds). Printed п USA. Postma 
address changes to Two-Fisted Tales, Russ Cochran, РОВ 469, West Plains, MO 65775-0469. 





SOMEWHERE ON THE SLOPE... STITCHED AN AMMUNITION .THEN CAUGHT А RIFLEMAN — ..AND FINALLY SPLINTERED 
TO THE RIGHT OF THE ROAD АН CARRIER, MOVED ACROSS RUNNING LOW FOR THE PRO- THE DOOR FRAME IN A VAIN 
ENEMY MACHINE GUN OPENED UP.. THE STARTLED B.A.R., MAI TECTION OF THE STONE МАШ... EFFORT TO CLAIM ANOTHER! 





А SINGLE MACHINE GUN BURST! THREE SECONDS... AND WHERE A FILE OF TWELVE МЕМ HAD WALKED, NOW NOTHING 

MOVED! JUST SILENCE AND DEATH ... A DEAD HOUSE, LOOKING LIKE A PILE OF STONE AND TIMBEK,AND 

THREE DEAD MEN, LOOKING LIKE THREE FILES OF RAGS! AND, AS IN A GAME OF HIDE-AND-SEEK... ALTHOUGH 

NOBODY COULD BE SEEN... YOU KNEW THEY WERE THERE... HIDING BEHIND ANYTHING THAT OFFERED PROTECTION! 
се 


IFAS 


= 
WE'RE PINNED DOWN GOOD/AND WE CAN TRY, BUT 
SNUFFY, FITZ, а FROM THE FIRING I HEAR DOWN I DOUBT IF ANY 
AND DALRYMPLE! THE ROAD, IT SOUNDS LIKE THE PLANES'LL GET 
- KEST OF THE FLATOON |5 THKOUGH THAT 
| OVERCAST! 


HAVING TROUBLE TOO! 


HEY, LOOK! ТҰҒАН GOES ) MISSISSIPPI! 
Qn t TX gro GET DOWN: 
RUNNIN CROSS THE FIELD! 





SEE WHAT I MEAN, MISSISSIP 2 THEY'VE СОТ 

OUR NUMBER / WE NEED EVERY MAN НЕКЕ / 

ЇЕГ5 NOT GO GETTING ОШК HEADS KNOCKED 
OFF... ANYONE HURT 2 


JUST GOT A COUFLA 
SCKATCHES FROM 
FLYING GLASS! 


(OU, KID? DID 


Hi 
YOU GET HITE 


WHAT'S WRONG? 


ACHE! THIS G.I. 
MUST EE GETTING ME 
DOWN! ти. BE ALL RIGHT! 


THIS MAN'S SICK f I'VE 

SEEN A CASE LIKE THIS 

BEFORE! APPENDICITIS! 

SERGEANT! CAN'T 

WE CONTACT A MEDIC 

ОМ THAT WALKIE- 
TALKIE. 





LIEUTENANT. А MEDICS 
ON THE WAY FROM THE 
SECOND PLATOON: HE'S 
GOING TO TRY AND GET 
THROUGH то Us! 


ANYBODY THAT'LL 
RUN THAT GAUNTLET 
15 OUT OF HIS MIND / 
БИТ IT'S THE ONLY 
CHANCE! 


7 


HELL NEVER 
( MAKE IT! 


"S FELLA... (PUFF) APPENDICITIS. 
СЕАРЕГ А FEW THINGS TOGETHER 
GET_IN TOUCH WITH COMPANY. 
UARTERS...( РИ 
МЕ! 


МУ GUESS 15 THIS BOY 
HAS ACUTE APPENDIcITIS/ 
IF НЕ ISN'T CUT OPEN 
SOON...WE WON'T NEED 
THE ICS! JUST THE 
GRAVES REGISTRATION PE. 


Я ` 


LOOK LOOK, 
LIEUTENANT, 
/ > HERE HE COMES. 
HERÊ COMES 
THE MEDIC / 


NO! NO! 

HE'S A. 
ING, 

COMING! 4 


COME ON, BOY, 
COME ОМ” 


WHEW. NOW I'VE CAUGHT My БЕБАТН/... YEP! IT'S 
ACUTE APPENDICITIS ALL RIGHT! WE'LL HAVE TO 
OPERATE RIGHT AWAY TO SAVE HIM! NOW LISTEN! 
I'M NOT A DOCTOR! I'VE GOT SOME SUTURES, 
ETHER AND А SCALPEL! БИТ I'LL HAVE TO GET 
DIRECTIONS OVER THE WALKIE-TALKIE FROM А 
DOCTOR АТ HEAPQUARTERS/ WITH A LITTLE LUCK, 
WE CAN UO IT/ 





CAREFULLY CUT THRU THE OUTER 


I'VE GOT THE | OK. YOU TELL МЕ 
LAYER OF THE SKIN JUST 


DOCTOR ON | WHAT HE TELLS YOU! 
THE WALKIE- JIM ALL SET WITH BELOW AND TO THE RIGHT 


TALKIE! THE ETHER. YOU OF THE NAVEL! 

GUYS STAND BY WITH 9 

THE SCALPEL, GAUZE, 7 СЕТ READY WITH 
THE SPOONS 1 


SUTURES АМР, 24 
ANTISEPTIC. BENT FOR CLAMPS, 


...NOW... CLAMP OFF THE BLOOD. 
FLOW FROM THE INTESTINE TO THE 
APPENDIX WITH TWO CLAMPS... 


WIPE MY HEAD АН? 
GIMME THE SCALPEL! 


„Ри. OUT THE END OF THE 
INTESTINE AND YOU'LL FIND THE 
APPENDIX, RED AND INFLAMED/ 
BE CAREFUL NOT TO 
PUNCTURE IT” 
GET READY 


WITH THEM 
SUTURES! 


sn SPONGE OFF THE BLOOD, 
REPLACE THE INTESTINE, SEW 
UP THE LAYERS OF FLESH / 


NOW, CAREFULLY CUT A TINY 

HOLE IN THE INNER LAYER AND 

ENLARGE IT SLOWLY 505 NOT ТО 

CUT THE INTESTINE! NOW REACH 

INTO THE CUT AND FEEL FOR 

THE LOWER END OF THE LARGE 
INTESTINE! , 


TAKE AWAY, 
ЖАСТА му HELMET! 


а CUT BETWEEN THE TWO 
CLAMPS AND SLICE OFF 
THE APPENDIX/ , 


SUTURES 
AND 





YOUR. KIFLEMAN 15, 
SAVED LIEUTENANT! 
OPERATION 


WAS A success! 


THERE'S A MORTAR THEY'RE GETTING 
UP ON THAT SLOPE! THE RANGE ON 
THIS HOUSE! 





Е ЦОО E OT, Е 222023 E АМ 
| У THE SKY! /T' Пэн | // ё о 
CLEARIN'( 180, / —< E TO UM 
k= s 


3 PLANES 7? УЕДААУ 
ony ЯУ Boys! J 


KEEP DOWN, 
SOLDIER! ” Д 





7 OK. MEN! LET'S GET Y SAY, MEDIC! THINK 
YAAAAHOO! GOING! WE CAN REJOIN } ITLL BE SAFE ТО 
YAAAHOO! г > | | THE PLATOON NOW! САККУ THE КІР YOU 
OW You BEAUTIFUL H, OPERATED ON BACK? 

IRPLANES S < > 


IT DOESN'T MATTER. 
LIEUTENANT! HE WAS KILLED 
BY THAT ENEMY MORTAR ! 


0 SO, MEN MARCHED OFF TO KILL ../МАКЕ5 MAN GIVE HIS ALL TO HIS ...LETS HIM TEAR OTHER MEN TO BITS 
М! AND ISN'T IT STRANGE! WHILE | FELLOW MAN...ANOTHER, LESS WITHOUT MERCY/ THIS PARADOX, THIS 
ONE INSTINCT MAKES MAN MOVE. ^ NOBLE INSTINCT, MAKES MAN ACOLD, PUZZLE MARCHES ON FOREVER, BUT 
HEAVEN AND EARTH TO SAVE ALIFE... BRUTAL, DISPASSIQNATE MONSTER... HERE 15 WHERE OUR STORY STOPS / 





PUT AWAY YOUR MURDER 


WHO /5 IT: 
STAY BACK OR І SHALL KILL YOU!) | WEAPON, юм, MY SON! THERE 


GENTLY, GENTLY, KI 
ITIS 1, YOUR 
GRANDFATHER ! 


15 NO USE FOR IT NOW! | 


GRANOFATHER! 
I АМ BLIND! 
HELP МЕ! I 


МУ SON! YOU HAVE BEEN BLIND 
FOR SOME TIME/ LIKE A POTATO 
YOU HAVE НАР ЕУЕ5, БИТ THERE 
ARE THINGS YOU COULD 4 


NEVER SEE / Eu 





YES, YOU HAVE BEEN BLIND” 
REMEMBER WHEN YOU SWAGGERED 
INTO YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE A 
YEAR AGO WITH YOUR GUN? 


THIS IS NOT JUST A PISTOL, MY FATHER! THIS 15 А 

SYMBOL OF FREEDOM... OF REVOLUTION! SOON, I 

GO NORTH TO JOIN THE NORTH KOREAN PEOPLE'S 

ARMY! IN A MONTH, WE SHALL FREE ALL ОҒ цаг 
т 


WITH OUR 5 пето: 


“МЕ WERE SITTING АТ THE TABLE 
FOR THE CHENAKBOP... DINNER / 
WHAT YOU PLACED ON THE TABLE 


BEFORE US. SPOILED OUR TASTEVOR FOOD” 


STAY BACK, 
LITTLE SUN! 


DANGEROUS / 


KM! LET 

SUN YOO 

HOLD PISTOL, 
кім/ 


GRANDFATHER! YOU ARE OLD! 
TIMES ARE CHANGING! TODAY, 
THE YOUTH OF KOREA IS JOINING 
THE MARCH OF RUSSIA AND CHINA 
ТО STAMP OUT THE ENEMIES OF 
THE PEOPLE! p 
А / AND YOUTH 15 WILD 
AND FOOLISH, МУ SON! 
THIS CAN ONLY END. 
IN BLOOPSHED! 


THEN IF BLOOD MUST ВЕ SHED, 
50 ВЕ /7/ WHAT ARE А 
THOUSAND LIVES NOW COMPARED) 
TO THE MILLION OF YEARS OF 
FUTURE HAPPINESS / 


WHAT IS THIS, KIM, MY SON? 15 IT 
NOT ENOUGH THAT YOU HAVE 
TROUBLED YOUR MOTHER БУ 
DISAPPEARING ALL DAY? NOW 
YOU BRING A PISTOL INTO MY HOUSE! 


THE PISTOL IS A WEAPON OF 
MURDER / NO GOOD CAN COME 


LEAD TO DEATH! THROW YOUR 
FOOLISH GUN AWAY, КМ! 


I SHALL LEAVE ... VOW.^ 
MANSEI!./ LONG 
LIVE KOREA! 





"АМР SO УОЦ LEFT WITH 





‘THAT NIGHT, YOUR FATHER WAS RETURNING THROUGH 
THE BURNING CITY WITH SOME FOOD FOR US! OU . MISTOOK HIM 
NORTH KOREAN COMRADES, THE LIBERATORS OF KOREA...’ FOR А SOUTH KOREAN SOLDIER AND SHOT HIM DOWN! 





‘WE STOOD IN THIS VERY SPOT! YOUR MOTHER... MATCHED THE TANK RUN DOWN YOUR POOR FATHER! 
LITTLE SUN, YOUR SISTER... АМ? I WATCHED THE YES, IT RAN HIM DOWN AND DID NOT STOP AN 
TANK, ITS GUN SPITTING DEATH...’ INSTANT! IT WAS А TERRIBLE THING TO SEE!’ 


“BUT IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE THE RUSSIAN TANKS ‘CLOSE AFTER THE NORTH KOREANS CAME THE 
САМЕ BACK / ONCE MORE, DEATH AND DESTRUCTION SOLDIERS FROM THE UNITED STATES AND EUROPE/ 
CAME THROUGH OUR cITY// ENGLISHMEN, FRENCHMEN, AMERICANS... ^ 


"AIRPLANES, TANKS, CANNONS, ‘AND AGAIN, YOUR NORTH KOREANS "THE FIGHTING SWIRLED THROUGH 
GUNS, GUNS, GUNS! EVERYWHERE САМЕ BACK, AND THIS TIME WITH THE THE CITY! AN AMERICAN CAME 
THERE WERE GUNS,’ SOLDIERS OF CHINA !” RUNNING BY OUR HOUSE 7” 
































DON'T YOU CIVILIANS. 
KNOW THERE'S А WA 


THE AMERICAN МТН А HAND- 
WENT IN THERE, GRENADE / 
I THINK! 


(Í WELL, THEN? WE 
|( SHALL сет 

> Ч нил OUT... 

| га 





ІТ IS І, GRANDFATHER! KIM! Т I HAVE BEEN MADE AN OFFICER, 
GRANDFATHER, I HAVE COME ТО, 


TAKE THE FAMILY TO SAFETY.’ 


HAVE RETURNED! THE PEOPLE S. 
ARMY HAS THE SOUTH KOREANS 
AND AMERICANS ON THE RUN! 


TO SAFETY! YOU COME LISTEN! HIGH FLYING 

TO TAKE US TO SAFETY, | BOMBERS! QUICK ^ 

KIM! YOU ARE LATE, WE MUST GET THE 

МУ SON... I AM FAMILY OUT OF 

AFRAID YOU ARE HERE! 
LATE! 


ЦАМ? THEN, KIM, МУ шы 
GRANDSON... THE BOMB BUT YOU WERE BLIND LONG, 
LONG BEFORE THE WAR/ 





YOU COULDN'T SEE WHAT YOU 
WERE DOING WHEN YOU САМЕ 
HOME WITH YOUR бин! 


DID YOU SEE OUR CITY, 

BROKEN AND RUINED Z DID 

YOU SEE THE DESTROYED 
HOMES AND FACTORIES Z 


AMERICAN TANKS ROLL INTO THE BLACKENED RUINS OF SUWON / 


HANDS / THE BLACK SMOKE FROM BURNING OIL OF BLASTED WAR 


SKY, AND AMIDST THE RUBBLE, 


АМ ОШ? MAN MUMBLES TO A NORTH 
GROWS COLD AND BEGINS TO STIFFEN WI 


DIP YOU SEE THEN THAT YOUR 
FATHER WOULD BE CRUSHED 


FLAT UNDER THE TREADS OF 
А WAR TANK? 


WHAT DOES THE FUTURE 
MEAN WHEN EVERYTHING 
you LOVE 15 DEAL, 

МУ SON? 


DIQ YOU SEE THAT YOUR 
MOTHER AND LITTLE SISTER 
WOULD BE TORN TO PIECES 
BY A HAND GRENADEZ 


WHAT IS LEFT 2 
WHAT GOOD IS YOUR 
REVOLUTION? WHAT 


GOOD? wat cooor 
WHAT GOOD? 


ONCE MORE, THE CITY HAS CHANGED 
MACHINES ROLLS OVER THE 


KOREAN SOLDIER WHOSE BODY 
тн RIGOR MORTIS! 








MSS FOUND IN А BOTTLE 
(EXCERPT) 


“adrift now 40 ds. No water. No food. No wind. 
Last est position: 1000 nau miles from land. 


Spirits good, tho, as | was able to save my complete 
run of TWO-FISTED TALES...” 








Hello, all you great EC Folks, 


Гат writing to let you know that this is a great comic series. 
The best as far аз I'm concerned. Don't stop putting them 
out. Is there any chance that FRONTLINE COMBAT will be 
out soon? A lot of great artists did some of their best work 
on that comic. Severin, Davis, Elder and others, to name a 
few. 


My condolences on the sad news of Harvey Kurtzman’s 
death. He was a very great talent and a most important 
contribution to the EC comics. Are you ever going to have a 
best of EC artists tribute issue series? It would be nice (eg: 
An all-Waly Wood or Al Williamson issue. Just a 
suggestion. 


I'm an aspiring comic and cartoon artist. | like animation and 
love to draw, color and ink. | also like to write little histories 
behind comics. Comics are a big hobby for me. 


William Pearson Rutland, VT 


If we stick with 9 titles total, the first slot to open up 
would appear spring after next. That sounds like a 
long time away to you readers, but like the day after 
tomorrow to your editor! Your id 
Kurtzman package Is interesting. In 
several ways one might package EC stories. The war 
books alone offer quite а few— 

all-infantry... 











Dear Russ, 


Back in the 50s | was hooked on the horror and sf ECs and 
didn't really have any interest in the war and adventure 
comics. When the EC Library was published | realized that 
TWO-FISTED TALES and FRONTLINE COMBAT had great 
stories and terrific artwork that | had missed in my younger 
days. | am looking forward to seeing FRONTLINE in your 
new color comics series. 


Donald R. Berhent Willawick, OH 


Ah, Donald, if only we could convert folks like 
Adrianne Cook of Seattle, WA (see CRIME #4 locol)! 
The quantity of Kurtzman art & story alone make 
TWO-FISTED & FRONTLINE extraordinarily important 
comics. 


Dear Russ, 


I want to thank you for what you are doing with the ЕС 
reprints. | hope this one lasts longer than the other ones 
(East Coast, Gladstone, and your [64-pgers]). Original EC 
fans (I have 50 originals that | bought from '51-'54) are 
getting on in years, so we need a good long successful run 
to get what we missed. 


The first EC | ever bought was TWO-FISTED TALES #22 in 






early summer 1951! | still have it. Close to this time, | got 
FRONTLINE COMBAT #1, HAUNT OF FEAR 47 and 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT #25. | thought at the time | had 
missed 21 issues of TWO-FISTED and 24 of CRYPT. | now 
know, of course, they [continued the numbering of] other 
titles that had been discontinued. 


Ав you can see, you're almost up to where | started. Over 
40 years and I'm at last getting the early ones | missed! 
$2.00 a copy? Hell, I'll pay $10.00! After all this time, I'm 
glad to still be around to enjoy this. 

Getting back to TWO-FISTED $22 (your #6), | thought it 
would be something special to have my letter printed, and 


See my name in the first EC | ever bought 42 years ago. 
Can you do this for an old fan? 



















There were two Korean War stories, “Enemy Contact!" 
and "Dying City!” in 422 and two in FRONTLINE, 
“Marine's Неїгеай” and “Enemy Assault!"", and you know, 
we 12 year old kids at the time didn't know there was a real 
war going on. We thought some kind of policeman were 
doing some kind of “Police Action" in some country called 
Korea, and we didn't even know where it was. So EC did 
get us to sort of start thinking, and paying a little attention 
to world affairs. In a strange turn, | myself served in Korea 
іп '57 and 758. 


| always said (and still do) that | purchased EC comics 
primarily for the artwork, and to be honest the art was 
(most of the time) better than the script. Still, some of the 
stories made one think, especially the two war mags, 
SHOCK, and some of the SF. 


I started drawing along with the original ECs and kind of quit 
when EC died. Your reprints have one doing art again (or 
trying). | think this will give me a good hobby for my later 
years. Looking over ECs and painting and drawing. 
























So keep "ет coming, Russ. If | get your reprints over the 
next few years, and get to be half as good an artist as 
Wood, David, Craig, Williamson, Severin, etc.; I'll grow 
old(er) a little happier. 

Carl (Len) Spencer Martinsville, УА 
а special fan, then, Carl-Len. And for you, a 
special deal. We will LET you pay $10 an issue for our 
32-pg ECs! Just kidding! 

The Crypt-Keeper runs little Шоев by fans in his 
PAGE OF FINE ARTS, and to date reports no TWO- 
FISTED type art has come in. 






































NEXT ISSUE 






Dear Mr. Cochran, 


After plowing through pages of dull text and other related 
homework, | reward myself at the end of each week with 
any one ot the various vintage EC titles currently being 
published. 


These books are invaluable—both to the comicphile and to 
the industry, where EC comics has proved pivotal to its 
early development. 


Not long ago, | was fortunate enough to come upon a сору 
of FRONTLINE COMBAT #5 at an antique book shop. 
Gingerly, | thumbed through it, marveling at the stories and 
its historical relevance: that these rare books grant us 
insight into a world two generations ago. 


Considering the scarcity of original EC books today, what 
was the average print-run of a given issue, and how many 
estimated exist today? Furthermore, do you intend to 
reprint the FRONTLINE COMBAT series? 


In a market which is rife with millions of copies of mostly 
flashy and gimmicky comic books, it is refreshing to view 
for the first time these classics in their original and 
unabridged form. 


Thomas R. Kuhn 


Sales records for comics of this vintage are spotty at 
best; in the case of EC many business papers 
relating to the time period in question were lost to 
vandalism many years ago. We will attempt a little 
research, but with our limited resources may not be 
able to turn up much. 


Bear in mind print runs are only the tip of the 
iceberg; next comes distribution (EC had a small & 
puny distributor) and marketability (the horror books 
had wide appeal, the war books lesser appe: 
can factor in current collector appeal (relatively 
high), the present collector prices probably give a 
good idea of the rarity of ECs extant. Comparison of 
ity of ECs offered in current dealer ads vs 
other comics is another good indic. 


address unknown 


Also available this month are VAULT and WEIRD FANTASY. Watch 
for HAUNT, WEIRD SCIENCE-FANTASY and CRIME next month. 


Don't forget CRYPT, WEIRO SCIENCE and SHOCK. Get them at 

your local comic book shop or SUBSCRIBE (вее our ad in this 

comle)! 

BACK ISSUES: CRYPT #1, $3 each. All others up to issue #3, $1.50 
#4 and up, $2 each. Add $5 per order ($10 outside US) 


We want MORE letters! Write to: 
TWO-FISTED 
RUSS COCHRAN 
РОВ 48 


WEST PLAINS МО 65775 


THIS COMIC REPRINTS 
TWO-FISTED TALES “#22” (45, JUL/AUG 1951) 


COVER by Harvey Kurtzman 
"Enemy Contact!" 

“Dying City!" 

“Massacre at Agincourt!" 
“Chicken!” 


Jack Davis 

Alex Toth 

Wally Wood 

John Severin/Bill Elder 


HEH, HEH! I’ve stolen an entire HALF PAGE for more 
terrifying tidbits of talent from our rancid readers! A 
little dream-glance-blink of THE CRYPT-KEEPER’S... 


PAGE OF FINE ARTS га. 


END OF THE WORLD, ETC. 


At the mall the ghouls will call, 
Crying, “Сһагде it, will y'uns?" 


“Deeper and deeper!" cried the Crypt-Keeper: 
“The debt is in the millions!" 


In Washington the Congressmen 
Are Werewolves half-transformed: 
The President and Cabinet 

Are zombies, quite deformed. 


Yet, in the midst of all this doom 
Staying calm is easy: 

1 rest within my nice cool tomb 
And read a tale by E.C. 


(Hey, CK; In “Arbor Day," the "ultimate horror movie" 
illustrated by Jack Davis in MAD #227 (December 1981) 
the chainsaw murderer and his mother look an awful lot like 
relatives of yours! Are they? And is it really any coincidence 
that the new President and Vice-President of the United 
States are named (choke) Bill and Al GORE?!/?) 


Richard Y. Wylofain Chattanooga, TN. 


\ 


(ABOVE) A DINOSAUR and opposing counsel, brief 
submitted by Larry Plona, Wakefield, MA. 


(BELOW) DETAIL FROM a lurid landscape sent in by 
George Hopper, Fresno, CA. It seemed to illustrate 
Frank’s poem with an uncanny accuracy! Are you two 
fright-fans tuned іп to the same warped wavelength? 


THE VAULT 


He dreamed dead dreams 
Inside the vault, 

And he smiled a rotten 
smile. 


He decided to go 
To the middle of town 
it was only about 

A mile. 


But halfway there 
Тһе wear and tear 
Reduced him to 
A pile. 


Frank X. Mattson Ill 
Lancaster, PA 





Dear Russ, 


The enclosed illo is a tribute to your efforts over the years. | can't 
express what a thrill it is to walk into my local comic shop and see EC's, 
right there beside the “ordinary” comics. Hallelujah! 


The current series is the best yet! The EC artists were not just great 
artists, but great comic-book artists, often tailoring their art to the way 
in which it would be colored (superbly, by Marie Severin, a true artist 
herself). Thus, while their art looks brilliant in black and white, in color it 
takes on a depth and clarity seldom equalled in comics. A big thank-you 
to all involved in bringing this out. 


In publishing these you are providing inspiration to the next generation 
of creators who aren't satisfied with the typical mainstream/- 
homogenized type of product. The only drawback to this series is how 
long I'll have to wait to see the Severin/Elder WEIRD FANTASY work; s 
titles like VALOR, PIRACY, ACES HIGH; etc. So, all | can say is, keep | 
"ет coming! And I'll keep buying! 


STILLGOING’ 


CARNIVOROUS GNAWLEDGE 


It was early that Friday morning when Pamela White 
received a friendly phone call from Paul and Shannon 
Grearson, the new couple across the street, inviting her 
and her husband, Jeff, to a get-together scheduled for later 
that evening. She remembered the couple's name being 
mentioned by the two nelghbors who lived in the house 
next door before it was abandoned. Pam thought about 
their strange disappearance for a moment, then realized 
she was still on the phone. Without any more hesitation, 
she quickly accepted the Grearsons' invitation and assured 
them she and Jeff would be over at seven o'clock. 


Ben Kanengieser Orefield, PA 








Later that night, after enjoying а wonderful meal at the 
Grearson's, Jeff and Paul discussed their occupations 
When Paul Grearson discovered Jeff worked with 
carpentry, he took Jeff and Pam down into a small, cold 
room that was a recent extension to the basement and 
Which he had built himself. Waiting for Paul to turn on the 
light, the couple heard the door behind them close and 
lock! With goose bumps forming on her arm, Pam took two 
steps forward, but quickly ceased when her foot ran into an 
object, something long and hard. Like a bone, her mind 
registered. Like what was left of a drumstick after dinner, 
but much bigger! 











"Hey, Paul, what's the idea?” Jeff shouted, feeling around 


the dark wall, hoping to find another door that might be 
unlocked. But their fright turned to terror as the couple 
turned around when the door opened suddenly. They saw 
Paul approaching them with a shiny knife held tightly in his 
hand and a smile that showed his pointed yellow teeth! 


The next sound heard, after the couple's screams, was а 
knock on the Grearsons' door. Another couple arrived as 
the SECOND COURSE was being prepared downstairs! 


Ryan Hartman Deerfield BCH, FL 


HEADS UP! 
A VARIETY of venal visages from: 1) Orion 
Raindance, Woodstock, NY. 2) William Pearson, 
Rutland, VT. 3) Daniel Owen, Fairfax STN, CT. 


BELOW LEFT, restive remains (despite the best 
efforts of the Plan AheadMonument Co.) sent іп by 
Junior Garcia, Palmdale, CA. 


There’s hardly been room for any wisecracks, and 
already we are to the end of this, THE CRYPT- 
KEEPER'S... 


PAGE OF FINE ARTS #9 


Ta-ta till next time, and аз the undertaker said to the 
corpse, “Keep well!” -ск 


art. Warning...we edit!) to: 
THE CRYPT-KEEPER'S 
PAGE OF FINE ARTS 


RUSS COCHRAN 
POB 469 
WEST PLAINS MO 65775 





“THE YEAR WAS MIS A.D/ THE MORNING WAS OCTOBER 25ТН... ST. CRISPIN S РАУ/ THE PLACE WAS FRANCE, 
WHERE HENRY Y, KING OF ENGLAND WAS MARCHING HIS МЕДЕУ ARMY BACK TO CALAIS ON THE ENGLISH CHANNEL! 
“ekan ipl ENGLISH AND THE SEA AT AGINCOURT, STOOD THE FRENCH АКМУ./ THIS WAS THE SHAPE OF THING: 

Е: 27 


FRENCHMEN! SEE THE CAMPFIRES 
Ж! OF THE BRITISH OUT THERE! АМР LISTEN! 
ТНЕУ PLAY MUSIC! THEY LL PLAY А 
(ERKIER TUNE LATER... WHEN WE 
KILL THEM! 








OOH, MY JOINTS IF I SIT ANOTHER I HEAR THAT WE SHALL WAIT WAIT? WAIT? WHY SHOULD WE 
HOUR ON THIS HORSE IN THIS FOR THE DUKE OF BRITTANY WAIT? І, EDOVARD КЕМЕ DE 
AND DE LOIGNY TO JOIN US GASCONY, SAY WE SHOULD 

WITH THEIR ARMIES! ATTACK AT DAWN, 





IT 15 SAID THAT THE ENGLISH HAVE 
MANY TRICKS UP THEIR. SLEEVES / 
NEW SECRET WEAPONS THAT WILL 
REVOLUTIONIZE WARFARE! ¿ 


САМ ANYTHING STAND 
BEFORE THE CHARGE 
OF THE LANCE... 


NO WEAPONS ARE BETTER OR EVER 


REVOLUTIONIZE WARFARE. ВАН! CAN ARMOR BE FINER THAN THI: 
JOUR WEAPONS ARE THE FINEST 51 OF СЕКМА 
MADE АМР THE FINEST THAT EVER. OF THE FINEST CHAIN 
SHALL BE MADE! HOW CAN -THE 
ENGLISH " REVOLUTIONIZE)” 5 

WARFARE Z 


| = ; 

-7 £ 

THE BLOW OF -«OK THE STING OF 
THE MACE... THE DAGGER? 


A 595 


WILL BE БЕТТЕК. THAN THESE/ THE 4 


BRITISH CANNOT SURPRISE US 
NOW... OR EVER! : 





AS THE SUN ROSE IN THE SKY, THE ENGLISH ARMY COULD BE SEEN DRAWN UP FOR BATTLE / IN THE FRONT RANKS, 
THE ARCHERS STOOD IN А HARROW, ROWS OF STAKES PUSHED INTO THE GROUND BEFORE THEM! BEHIND THE 
ARCHERS STOOD THE PIKEMEN, THE MEN-AT-ARMS, KING HENRY AND HIS KNIGHTS / 


Peal 





FULLY EQUIPPED TO FIGHT ANYTHING! 
LET US NOT WAIT ANOTHER MOMENT! 


AND IN THE ENGLISH ARMY, KING HENRY | IT WOULD БЕ FOOLISH TO WAIT ANY BID THE LONGBOWMEN 
KNEW THAT ME COULD NOT AFFORD ТО | LONGER FOR THE FRENCH TO MOVE | | RELEASE A CLOUD 
MUCH LESS THE FRENCH! | AGAINST US! WE АТТАС! OF ARROWS! 





AND AT THIS POINT IN HISTORY, THE | ...WIELPED BY THE STRONG АЕМ OF THE LONGBOW, NEWLY FASHIONED IN 
LONGBOW CAUGHT MAN'S ATTENTION! THE ENGLISH LONGBOWMAN...ACCU- BRITAIN, DESIGNED TO COVER DISTANCE 
A LONG BOW FITTING A LONG ARROW... KATE AND DEADLY / WITH MORE POWER THAN А CROSSBOW! 





АТ А SIGNAL, TWELVE THOUSAND BOWSTRINGS ... TWELVE THOUSAND ARROWS SANG THROUGH THE 
WERE PLUCKED AND A MIGHTY SHOUT ROSE FROM AIR IN A WICKED ARC, DESCENDING WITH TERRIFYING 
TWELVE THOUSAND ENGLISH THROATS A: АССИ! THE OF THE FRENCH / 

Ба S 





THE FIRST WAVE OF ARROWS STAGGERED THE WOUNDED HORSES TURNED BACK INTO THE ONRUSHING 
FRENCH LINE OF МЕМ –АТ- WHO HAD BEGUN RANKS OF FRENCHMEN/THE FRENCH MEN-AT-ARMS WERE А 
ENGLISH MOVEMENT! HORRIBLE TANGLE...AND THE ENGLISH NO CLOSEI 


NS OF 


TO CHARGE UPON PERCEIVII R THAN A BOW SHOT! 


ARE WE, WITH OUR 
ARMOR, AFRAID OF 
GASCONY, ASK YOU Bows AND ARROWS?| | 
70 RALLY / LET US SHOW THEM 
cm OUR STEEL / LET... 


ONLY THREE FRENCHMEN REACHED AND BROKE THROUGH THE BRITISH ARCHERS HARROW, AND THEIR 
VICTORY WAS SHORT LIVED 7 IN A MATTER OF MINUTES THE FRENCH CAVALRY HAD BEEN RENDERED HELPLESS! 
NOW THE ENGLISH ARCHERS SLUNG THEIR BOWS OVER THEIR SHOULDERS AND PICKED UP THEIR SIDE ARMS! 





ЦАМ? SIR EDOUARD DE GASCONY NOW LAY АМР THIS НЕ COULD BARELY SEE „Аб THE ENGLISH PIKEMAN DROVE IT 
LIKE A TURNED TURTLE... HELPLESS IN THROUGH THE NARROW SLIT BETWEEN HOME TO ENP THE CAREER OF THE MAN 
HIS HEAVY ARMOR, STARING DULLY AT THE HIS VISOR АМР HELMET. HE ALSO WHO BELIEVED THAT THE ART OF WAR. 
ARROW STICKING THROUGH HIS BREAST PLATE! SAW THE SHARP POINT OF THE PIKE... HAD GONE AS FAR AS ІТ COULD GO! 


Wu 


BUT HE WAS WRONG! THE ENGLISH, WITH THEIR NEW LONG BOW TACTICS, HAD MANAGED TO KILL IQOOO FRENCHMEN WHERE 
THE FRENCH HAD STRUCK DOWN I, 6OO ENGLISHMEN! THE FRENCH WERE PUT TO FLIGHT,..THE ENGLISH WENT HOME/ THE 
BATTLE OF AGINCOURT WAS ENDED, AND A NEW PHASE OF WARFARE BEGAN... AND IT HAD А LO-O-ONG WAY ТО GO.’ 


| 





YOU HEARD ме, |. 
LIEUTENANT! CLIMB 


AND CROSS THAT 
FIELD TO THE 
SUGAR MILL./ 


UP THAT EMBANKMENT |) 


А МОМЕНТ! I MUST THINK A. 
MOMENT! LORD, IM MAD! BUT I 
MUST THINK! THAT POMPOUS 


m WAVING HIS TOY КЕРЕ 
PLATED .45/ HE DOES 


KNOW BETTER! 


HE KNOWS ALL THE ARMY REGULA- ‘NEVER KNEW IT FOR A MINUTE! 


TIONS... KNOWS THE ARTICLES OF pay доо IT WHEN НЕ TOOK 
WAR BY HEAKT... 


BUT ONE MMANP OF "B"COMPANY.^ 
THING HE DOESN'T KNOW... REVER NW IT THIS MORNING 


WHILE WE Р.ОРРЕО š 
TOWAKP THE ЕКОНТ! 





You, SOLDIERS а DIDN'T YOU HEAR МУ ОКЕЕВ 
OVER ABOUT KEEPING BUTTONS 
BUTTONED AND NOT ROLLING 
UP YOUR SLEEVES? 


AH! LT. HALL/ JUST AS I THOUGHT! | [HALL WHAT KIND OF АМ 
CLIMB INTO THIS JEEP, SIR! OFFICER ARE YOU, ANYWAY? YOU 
MINGLE FREELY WITH THE 
ENLISTED MEN, AND YOU 
DON'T САККУ OuT MY 


Ў SILENCE! SILENCE UNTIL X 
ASK FOR AN ANSWER! GO BACK 
TO YOUR PLATOON, HALL! WE WILL 
SETTLE THIS WHEN WE GET BACK/ 


REPORT TO ME WHEN WE СЕТ, 
BACK FROM THIS MISSION! ти. 


JACK, OF YOU! NOW WHERE'S 
THE LEADER OF THIS PLATOON Z, 


WHEN I TELL YOU TO KEEP THE 
МЕМ FROM UNEUTTONING UNI- 
FORMS, ROLLING UP SLEEVES, NOT | 
SHAVING, PUTTING HANDS IN 

‚1 EXPECT YOU TO 
DO IT! HOW. САМ 
Т ENFORCE 
DISCIPLINE! 


DEATH EVERY DAY ^. 
YOU СА... 





"НЕ DIDN'T KNOW... NOT 


"YOU САН TELL WHEN YOU'RE AP- 'AND YOU CAN SMELL IT. 
EVEN WHEN WE APPROACHED PROACHING COMBAT! YOU SEE TOO! THI 
THE COMBAT АКЕА/” THE SIGNS: AL AROUND YOU!’ 


ALL RIGHT, GENTLEMEN! ОШ 


к. 
OBJECTIVE 15 ТО TAKE А SUGAR 


MILL UP AHEAD, ІМТАСТ IF 
POSSIBLE, WHICH THE ENEMY 15 
USING AS АН OBSERVATION POST” 


THE CAPTAIN, 
STRIPING 
THE 


"АМР THEN. THE М.Р.'5 
Е SMELL OF DEATH DIRECTING ON THE FRINGE 
АМР THE STENCH OF DECAY/ ОҒ THE COMBAT АКЕА/” 


I WILL GO AHEAD WITH А SQUAD 
АМО TRY TO LOCATE THE. ENEMY 
DEFENSES. THE REST OF THE 
COMPANY WILL FOLLOW WHEN YOU 
GET WORD FROM МЕ! LT. HALL, 
YOU WILL BRING A SQUAD OF 
YOUR MEN AND FOLLOW 

ME NOW / 





ALL RIGHT, LIEUTENANT! | БИТ, CAPTAIN! THAT'S LT. HALL! WHEN I WANT YOUR 
EE THE ОНАН AND а БЕРТ, OPEN FIELD! ADVICE, I'LL ASK FOR IT! NOW, 
APPROACH THE MILL 'ON'T YOU THI р 7 

IGHT БЕ BETTER ТО. EN GET GOING: $ 


ІМ TWO GROUPS! 








THE WHOLE SQUAD / 
WIPED OUT! EVERY ONE 
OF THOSE MEN ОМ 
THAT OPEN FIELD... 


AND EVEN WORSE, HALL / 
WE HAVEN'T LOCATED 
“THOSE JAPANESE MACHINE- 

GUNS! GUESS YOU'LL 
HAVE TO GO BACK TO 
THE PLATOON AND GET 

ANOTHER SQUAD,’ 





LIEUTENANT YOU GET 
THAT SQUAD OR I'LL 
GO GET THEM! 


CAPTAIN! WHAT'S THE 
MATTER WITH YOUZ 
YOU CANT SEND MEN 
TO THEIR DEATHS... 





LIEUTENANT HALL / WE WERE JUST ABOUT ТО 

SEND А MESSENGER TO YOU AND THE CAPTAIN / A 

MESSAGE JUST ARRIVED FROM REGIMENTAL 

HEADQUARTERS! THEY WANT US TO GET OUT/ 

THEY'RE GOING TO BLAST THIS WHOLE AREA 
WITH THE BIG GUNS, 


WE'LL HAVE THIS WHOLE 
THING OUT ONCE AND 
FOR ALL, LATER / 


FOR A LIEUTENANT, YOU 
DON'T SEEM TO KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT DISCIPLINE! 





THE MARINES ARE GOING TO \ GOOD! PULL THE 
CONCENTRATE AN ARTILLERY / COMPANY OUT! 


BARRAGE ON THAT TLL GET THE 
SUGAR MILL / CAPTAIN AND 
FOLLOW you / 





captain, Y! HALL! WHERE Ow YOU LISTEN, YOU YOU © YrX "aW NINETY Day 
BLACK! 7) WHISPY SHAVE- WONDERS GET A BAR AND 
TAIL! I GAVE YOU | | YOU WANT TO RUN THE 
AN ORDER! YOU WHOLE SHOW! TWELVE YEARS 


THINK YOU'RE THE I SERVED IN THE ARMY./ I 
GENERAL OF THIS || HAD ro WORK FOR МУ. 
BARS! WHAT'D YOU OOF 


‘A MOMENT! NOW LISTEN, HALL, YOU'RE GOING TO GET /; 
I'VE GOT ТО | OUT THERE AND CRAWL AROUND THAT FIELD WHAT DON'T I KNOW, HUH, 
THN ur edet le reer y | nee Rey EN ANT: HALLE 
РОМ Y L „11 i 
FOOL, YELLING | THAT'S AN WHAT2 WHAT? | 1 
Е LIKE X Qx-/z I WILL / YOU s 


АТ МЕ... 2 
WAVING THAT KNOW ALL THE RULES AND 
NICKEL-PLATED REGULATIONS, CAPTAIN / 
445 IN MY FACE BUT THERE'S ONE THING 
LIKE A COW- YOU DON'T KNOW... £ 
BOY’ BUT І 

MUSTN'T 

LOSE МУ 


I COULD DO IT! т WAS 
WITHIN MY RIGHTS! HE 
DIDN'T FOLLOW ORDERS 
Z сошо SHOOT нм! 





COMPANY "В WHERE 
ARE YOU? 


CHICKEN CAPTAIN HAROLD BLACK IS SO COMPLETELY BLASTED TO BITS, HE WILL BE LISTED 
‘MISSING IN ACTION!’ WHAT (5 IT HE DIDN'T KNOW Z VERY SIMPLE / HE KNEW HIS INFANTRY 


REGULATIONS FRONT AND BACK... HE KNEW THE ARTICLES OF WAR INSIDE OUT... MEMORIZED 
THE A.R’S...KNEW THE T.O. BY HEART...HE COULD COMMAND SOLDIERS, DRILL SOLDIERS, MARCH 


SOLDIERS / BUT WHAT НЕ DIDN'T KNOW WAS THAT SOLDIERS ARE HUMAN BEINGS 
ШКЕ YOU AND ME /... THAT'S ALL! 


по YOU ENJOY 
TWO-FISTED TALES? 
WE ARE INTERESTED 
IN KNOWING THE 
KIND OF STORIES 
YOU LIKE! WON'T 
YOU WRITE AND 
ТЕЦ. US WHICH 
STORY YOU LIKED 

GEST IN THIS 

ISSUE z 

WRITE TO: 


TWO-FISTED TALES 
RUSS COCHRAN 


POB 469 
WEST PLAINS MO 65775 





YOU SAY YO 
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now 25 his very own a ading card series ү he 1 
[ALES FROM THE CRYPT is deliciously demented in all 


f the origina 
on “behind th of the TV show, plus 
KCHROME™ premium card. 


are too funny for TV. Collect the entire set. Your 


friends will just die of envy. 
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